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’y ‘Here are Twomain 
and Mighty up- 
taking Bufineffes to the 
People of GOD; The 
one whereof is, howto — 
win. to be in Covenant 


with GOD. The other 


is, How to fland to, and 


keep Covenant with Him, 
and to live as being made « 

Friends wtth Him,accor- 
ding to the Obligation that — 


Lyeth onthem. 
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gh. is the great Defign of all 
| ' Preaching,to bring them within 
the Covenant, who are without, and to’ 
make thofe who are within the Cove- 
nant towalk fuitably to it: And as 
they are never feparated from the 
Lords fide, fo fhould they ‘never be 
_feparated on our fide: Therefore thefe 
People are brought in here, faying, 

- Let us join our felves to the Lord ina — 
‘Covenant: And not only fo, but 
- there areadded two Words by them, 
Lo fhew their earneft Defire to keep and 

fland to the Covenant : The one is, a 
perpetual Covenant; The other a Cove- 
nant that fhall never be forgotten, the Im- 

preffion whereof may never wear away : 
And this we conceive to be their meaning, 

1. Becaufe to forget the Covenant, in 

Scripture, 1 to deal fafly in it, and to 

a : for- 


31. en ses ois. nt os ei 
« bok Hos yld@idt diswes jase 
oe sO - bowsraqet rover ers yous. 
ed asven. yor bivodt of abil ebiot 
slofyetoknsd tT sobit ton botaxsqsi 7 
STEN, amet mi siguord os sigost — 
sat bio! Lod “ 29 2 a6 ero} a 1b 
Ps Ore Y ino ton bak ‘taenevoD | 
, abo WN ove cbobbsoxs sods 

srg. § NSaand aedt gd oe. | 

Lc rmansieo ody oF hunt 
oi tanta gir a 

‘ Dh eye ie nent 


S 4ygee nats 
ts Wo at a ¥P' 


; CIV.) 

Orget theCovenant,and to break it, are the 

fame.2.Becaufe it is (as we take it)oppofed 
to their fear.of falfe Dealing in the Covenant, as 
if they had faid, we were once in Covenant with 
God, but we did deal falfly init and forgot it: 
Let us now therefore join our felves in a pere 
petual Covenant never to be forgoten ; let it be 
a conftant and ftanding, a lafting, even an Ever- 
lefting Bargain. 

Firft, That The great hazard which a fue 
Covnanting with God are in, isto flip and flide 
from their tye and ingagement to him, and to 
forget the Covenent. 7 

‘The Second is, ‘That the great evidence of right 
entring in Covenant with God, is to be ferious 
and much concerned in keeping ofit, even as much 
as in entring into it. ne : 

The Vhird is, That The great defineand duty of a 
Covenanter with God is, never ta forget the Covenant 
but frefhly to remember it, Saas to be anfwerable to it in 
Practice. | 

Lhe fourth is, That The great mean whereby this 
defign ts got profecuted, and this ‘duty performed, is ad- 
bering and cleaving to God, according tothe Covenant. Let 
#5 (fay they) Fon to the Lord in @ Covenant; In this 
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Efpect, adhercing to him init, is the mean tokeep 
Covenant, So as we may never tall from ir, 
Vhe firft Obfervation then is, That the great hazard 
that a People Covenanting with God are in, is to flip and 
fallfrom their engagement to him: or there is fuch a 
Covenanting with God, as People may foon lorget and 
fall from: a Temporary and unfiker Covenanting that 
holds not: A perpetual Covenant never to be forgotten, 
Suppofeth that there is a fort of Covenanting that flips 
like a knotlefs thread (to fpeak fo) and abides not, This 
is fadly verified in the experience of many common pro- 
feflors of Religion, and often even of the Godly . them: 
felves ina meafure; even now there will be a bargain- 


ing with God, and within a little they will forget it :: 


Peter faith, Though all fhould forfake thee, yet will not 
T, And yet within a hte he is found fleeping, and that 
fame night denies and forfwears his Matter ; fo Deutro- 


nomy §, the People fay, all that the Lord hath com- 


manded us, we will do, and the Lord faith, they have. 


well faid: Othat there were fuch a heart in them : 
and yet within the fpace of little more than fourty days, 
they fet up a golden Calf for their God: So Pfal, 78, 
34) 35,36, 37. Whee be flew them then he fought him: they 
returned and enquired early after God: they vemembred that 
God was their Rock, and the moft high their Redeemer, but 
they did flatter him with their mouth, and Lied unto him with 
their Tongue, for their hearts sere aat right with God, neither 
were they fledfait in his Covenant, they abode not by the mint 
and effay which they made. Bat I thiak this is beyond any need 
of Proof ; we rather fland in need to have the imureffion of it 
made deep upon our hearts 3 and to go from the work we have 

been 


Civ. 


RE about with Holy fear and jealoufie over our felves, befpeaking 
our felves thus, what if this engagment, we have come under, hold 
not,but prove like the hanging down of the head like aBulruhh for a day? 
Serious thoughts of thishazard would throw Gods bleffing, further the 
exercife of watchfulnef a great deal more; when Carnal Self Confidence 
and fearlefnefs creep on and take hold ofus, we (as it were) lay afide 
our Armour,foolifhly fancying that thereis no hazard, but that all will 
be will, were there more of this Holy fear, there would be not fuch fre- 
quant {urprizes; have ye not often been fuprized and proved unftedfaft 


in Gods Covenant? And fince ye have fo many and clear proofs -of the 


truth of this doétrine in your own fad experience, isthere not greater 
need of Holy fear and watchfulnefS? : 

The fecond Obfervation is, That Thofe whoare fincere and Serious 
in Covenanting with God,will be na lef fo,in keeping of, and ftandin 
toit, where People are foynd and Honeft at the heart, it will be no ie 
an uptaking work to. them, how to keep Covenant, then it was to get it 
entered in, Therefore thefe here mentioned have it as one picce of theirSeri« 
oufly uptakirg bufine{s, how to be joined to the Lord in Covenant, and a- 
nother, bom to get it ftood to, fo as it maybe a perpetual one never to be for- 
goten’. The fame reafons that prove that there Jhould be, or that there is Seri- 
oufne{s ia making and clofing the Covenant, will alfo prove that there frould 
be, and will be ferioulne[s in endeavours to Rep it , for if the perfoa honeftly 
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M* to enjoy the Bleffings Covenanted, he muft and will endeavour to keep and ftand to 


5 


the Coyenant ; If he honeftly mind and fincerely defire to bein good terms with God 

through the Coyenant, he muft and will endeayour to ftand tethe Terms of the Cove- 
nant, and breach of Covenant will wakena Challenge. If it be a Principle of true faving Grace 
that puts a perfon to defire to be under the bond gf Gods Covenant; that fame Principle will 
make him defire and endeavour to abide under that Bond, and to keep faithfully to him; Thus 
David faith, Pfal. 119. verfe 29, 30. Ihave chofenthe way ofthy precepts; and Ihave ftuck 
unto thy teftimonies, there is 2 choofing of the Covenant andYeftimonies,and a defign of fticking 
to them, when uponchoice clofed with. ; 


The Ufe of this point ferves for Inftruétion; would ye fain have 2 mark of your honefty ~ 


in Covenanting with God? Here itis, and we know no better mark or evidence to give you 
than this, evento be ferious and much concerned in keepeng Covenant : God will never account 
that man to be a true Covenanter, that wll catt his law behind his back. The Apoftle Jaines 
Chap. 1. Speaks of two forts of men that ave hearers cf the word, and he compares the one fort, 
viz. Forgetful hearers, t9a man, Wio bebolding bis natural faceinaglafs, goes away, and 
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